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      The ECHOS

The Assembly Mission Prayer Bulletin

From you Sounded out the word of the Lord … In every place your faith toward God is Spread abroad… I Thes. 1:8
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( Israel worshipped the LORD afar off, but we can draw near to worship Him     Exo. 24:1; Heb. 10.22

( The Jews were those who were near. The Gentiles were those who were afar off.  
Eph. 2:17

( But Jesus … hath made both one, and hath broken down the middle wall of partition 


between us;… For through Him we both have access by one Spirit unto the Father.
Eph. 2:14, 18

But somehow a virtual middle wall still exists. 

Events though near, often appear afar off because they do not involve us directly or bear on us personally. However, these very same events can take on dramatic proportions when we are personally involved and affected. A case in point is when suddenly we, or a loved one is diagnosed with a fatal disease. Suddenly fear looms big and frightening. We press the panic button to SOS all whom we know to besiege God’s throne of mercy on our behalf.

Yet the very same plea from one in God’s family who is in the very same circumstances pleading for our intercession may not move or touch us. Just because we do not know the person that well, perhaps have not heard of him/her until just now, or perhaps he/she has no dealings with us directly, such appeal sounds just like an echo from afar off, even though the cry may be very near. This ought not to be for those in the Body of Christ, for He has broken down the wall of division and all of us are as near as He to the Father’s Throne of Grace being made one by the Spirit.

Geographically places may be near but they may appear afar off. In Malaysia when Christians get persecuted or suffer in poverty at our doorstep in Indonesia, in the Philippines, in Cambodia, in Vietnam or when our Iban believers, near to us, were robbed of the opportunity to read their Bibles which they have been reading for the last 15 years recently, they did not impact most of us. We seemed to be so afar off from them and they had to appeal to international pressure from those who though far, felt they were near enough to feel how they felt.

When a brother/sister in Christ is called to serve the Lord afar off, does distance and absence make him/her so afar off that we no more can commit ourselves to pray for him/her regularly or want to hear of his/her welfare? With the free access we have to the Father, we can be as near to him/her as all of us are near to God to want to pray not only for him/her but also for one another.

It is for the above reasons that the bimonthly Mission Night is held – to bring near to us those who are serving the Lord afar and for us to meet them personally. Likewise, The ECHOS is distributed to all believers who are living afar off in the limitless boundaries of a global Christian community to be linked together and to be updated on what is going in God’s vast vineyard and to pray for the Lord’s labourers therein.  

Do not be afar off from us, be near to us and to God – use The ECHOS daily, contribute to it and make it part of your devotional life to bring all those who are afar near to you.

From this issue onwards, The ECHOS will be published on the second week of every even month, and sent to all who are afar (outstation and overseas prayer-partners) so that they will receive it in time to continue interceding for the Lord’s work and workers. For those who are near and in Penang, The ECHOS will only be distributed to them on Mission Night.
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